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PURPOSE OF THE UMEA MARCHING POLICY HANDBOOK 
 

 

The purpose of the UMEA Marching Band Policies and Procedures is to insure consistency and uniformity in show contests 

throughout the state. Bands should expect the same procedure to exist in all UMEA sponsored competitions. From the 

moment students and staff get off the bus, to re-boarding their busses at the end of the event, they should be treated with 

respect and provided with the very best and consistent warm-up procedure, performance opportunity, judging equality and 

overall educational experience possible. 

 
 

 
EFFECTIVE JULY 2019 

by 

UMEA MARCHING BAND CIRCUIT DIRECTORS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2019-2020 UMEA Marching Band Committee Members 

 
PRIMARY 

Committee Chair Brek Mangelson Farmington HS 

3A Representative Kelly Ball Delta HS 

3A Representative Don McGuire Grantsville HS 

4A Scholastic Rep Stan Renda Ogden HS 

4A Open Rep Randall Beach Green Canyon HS 

5A Scholastic Rep Eric Nix Provo HS 

5A Open Rep Dan Chaston Viewmont HS 

6A Scholastic Rep John Matthews Copper Hills HS 

6A Open Rep Brandon Larsen Herriman HS 
   

SUPPORT 

Circuit Administrator Jason Petrovich N/A 

Competition Coordinator John Miller N/A 

UMEA Band VP Joseph Windsor Weber HS 

UMEA Band VP (Elect) Howard Summers Skyridge HS 
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Primary Changes for the 2019-20 Competitive Season 

 
• Classification and Divisions 

o The overall classification of bands will be determined by using the current UHSAA alignment in all activities. (Not 
the football-only alignment.) 

o The classification of out-of-state bands will be determined by using their school population (Grades 10-12 only): 
▪ 6A – 1751 and above 
▪ 5A – 1301 to 1750 
▪ 4A – 701 to 1300 
▪ 3A – 700 or fewer 

o Individual classifications (6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, 1A) that have more than 10 participating bands will be divided into an 
“Open” division and “Scholastic” division. 

 
• Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship 

o For clarification, the official name of the State Championship is “Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band 
Championship”. 

o The State Championship will be one round at one venue (Dixie State) 
o It will be seeded by averaging the top three scores, as it was in 2017. 
o There will be a full retreat for all classification awards presentations. 

 
• Administration 

o At minimum, each division (Open and Scholastic) shall have one classification representative.   

 
• Timing 

o Bands are assured to have a 4-minute setup time, no matter if the band is released on-time or later than the 
posted time. 

 
• Student Eligibility/Recruitment (starting 2020-2021 school year) 

o If marching band is not offered at the students’ home school, they may participate in the marching band at the 
school closest in proximity to their home school and within the same school district (if there are multiple schools in 
the district). 

 
• Event Pricing 

o Spectator tickets have been increased at all venues.  Local competitions are now $7 ($30 family pass) and State 
Championship tickets are now $15 ($12 for senior/students). 

 

 



v  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ii 

PURPOSE OF THE UMEA MARCHING POLICY HANDBOOK ......................................................................................................................................................... iii 

UMEA Marching Band Committee Members ....................................................................................................................................................................................... iii 

Primary Changes for the 2018-19 Competitive Season ....................................................................................................................................................................... iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... v 

PART 1 ORGANIZATION ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................1 

ARTICLE 1: NAME, PURPOSE AND MEMBERSHIP ..........................................................................................................................................................................2 

SECTION 1: Name ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................2 

SECTION 2: Purpose ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................2 

SECTION 3: Membership .................................................................................................................................................................................................................2 

SECTION 4: Association with other Governing Bodies....................................................................................................................................................................2 

ARTICLE 2: ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSOCIATION ...................................................................................................................................................................3 

SECTION 1: UMEA Marching Band Circuit Directors ......................................................................................................................................................................3 

SECTION 2: UMEA Marching Band Committee ..............................................................................................................................................................................3 

SECTION 3: Subcommittees ............................................................................................................................................................................................................7 

ARTICLE 3: REGISTRATION AND FINANCES ...................................................................................................................................................................................8 

SECTION 1: Registration for UMEA Marching Band Competitions .................................................................................................................................................8 

SECTION 2: Dues and Funds ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................8 

SECTION 3: Ticketing for UMEA Events ..........................................................................................................................................................................................8 

ARTICLE 4: AMENDMENTS (Rules Change) ......................................................................................................................................................................................9 

SECTION 1: Policy Manual Change Process ...................................................................................................................................................................................9 

ARTICLE 5: CLASSIFICATION OF BANDS ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 10 

SECTION 1: Classification ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. 10 

ARTICLE 6: STUDENT ELIGIBILITY ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 11 

SECTION 1: UHSAA Compliance ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 11 

SECTION 2: Eligibility of Students................................................................................................................................................................................................. 11 

PART 2 COMPETITION PROCEDURES ........................................................................................................................................................ 12 

ARTICLE 1: COMPETITION SETUP ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 13 

SECTION 1: Facilities and Definitions .......................................................................................................................................................................................... 13 

SECTION 2: Scheduling ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 14 

ARTICLE 2: COMPETITION PROCEDURE AND FLOW .................................................................................................................................................................. 15 

SECTION 1: Arrival ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

SECTION 2: Warm-up procedures ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 15 

SECTION 3: Report Times and Pre-Performance Procedures ..................................................................................................................................................... 15 

SECTION 4: Post-Performance ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... 16 

SECTION 5: Awards ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 16 

SECTION 6: Delays ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 17 

ARTICLE 3: PERFORMANCE REGULATIONS ................................................................................................................................................................................ 18 

SECTION 1: Props and equipment ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 18 

SECTION 2: Penalties ................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 18 

ARTICLE 4: UTAH RED ROCKS STATE MARCHING BAND CHAMPIONSHIP ............................................................................................................................. 19 

SECTION 1: Establishment ........................................................................................................................................................................................................... 19 

SECTION 2: Eligibility and Qualification of Bands ........................................................................................................................................................................ 19 

SECTION 3: Procedures ................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 19 

SECTION 4: Scoring and Awards .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 19 



1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PART 1 

ORGANIZATION 



2  

ARTICLE 1: NAME, PURPOSE AND MEMBERSHIP 

 

SECTION 1: Name 
A. The name of this association is the Utah Music Educators’ Association Marching Band Circuit.  (Herein referred to in brief as 

UMEA Marching Band Circuit, or the Circuit.) 
B. The leadership board to govern this Circuit will be called the Utah Music Educators’ Association Marching Band Committee. 

(Herein referred to in brief as UMEA Marching Band Committee, or the Committee.) 

 

SECTION 2: Purpose 
A. The Circuit shall develop, regulate, govern, and administer all marching band policies for sanctioned events and policies. 

The Marching Band Committee shall designate which events shall be sanctioned and under the jurisdiction of the Circuit. 
B. The Circuit shall endeavor to: 

1. Create, administer, maintain, and protect the marching band competition in the State of Utah. 
2. Stress educational and cultural values, promote skills involved in competitive and performance activities and foster 

sportsmanship, mutual respect, knowledge of the importance of teamwork, and the value of community. 
C. The policies ratified in this manual are for marching band competitions only. These policies do not establish any statutes for 

parades, pep band, summer band, or any other non-competitive marching activities. 
D. Band directors are expected to adhere to any policies mandated by the UMEA or UHSAA, such as summer moratoriums, 

etc. 

 

SECTION 3: Membership 

A. Any Utah high school with a competitive marching band shall be eligible for membership in the Circuit. 

 

SECTION 4: Association with other Governing Bodies 
A. The UMEA Marching Band Circuit is a subsidiary organization of the following associations: 

1. Utah Music Educators’ Association (UMEA) 
2. Utah High School Activities Association (UHSAA) 

B. All UMEA Marching Band events will be sanctioned through the UMEA and the Utah High School Activities Association. 
C. The policies in this document must meet the standards, policies, and mandates of UMEA and UHSAA. 
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ARTICLE 2: ADMINISTRATION OF THE ASSOCIATION 
 

SECTION 1: UMEA Marching Band Circuit Directors 
A. Function 

1. The primary role of the UMEA Marching Band Circuit is to ratify any policy changes. 
2. Circuit directors are expected to promote healthy competition, including the emphasis on sportsmanship to their 

band’s students, staff, boosters, and spectators. 
3. Directors are responsible that their band personnel are trained on the policies of this manual. 

B. Members 
1. All directors of Utah high school marching bands are members of the UMEA Marching Band Circuit. 
2. Other non-directors may serve with the Circuit as a non-voting member. 

C. Meetings 
1. February (UMEA Conference) 

a. There will be a general Circuit session at the Annual UMEA Conference. 
b. The purpose of the session is the presentation and informative questioning of Rules Change proposals. 
c. Voting will not occur at this meeting. 

2. September 
a. The September Circuit Meeting will occur the Tuesday after Labor Day. 
b. The purpose of the Fall Meeting will be to  

1. Remind and explain directors of any policy changes 
2. Perform the random draw for competition order. 

3. Other 
a. The UMEA Committee Chair may call additional general meetings according to the needs of the Circuit. 

 

SECTION 2: UMEA Marching Band Committee 
A. Membership of the Committee 

1. Primary Committee Members: 
a. Committee Chairman 
b. Classification Representatives 

2. Supporting Committee Members: 
a. Circuit Administrator 
b. Competition Coordinator 
c. Sub-committee Coordinators 

1. Rules Coordinator 
2. Show Host Coordinator 

d. UMEA Band Vice-President 
e. UMEA Band Vice-President-Elect, if applicable 

B. Function of the Marching Band Committee 
1. Provide leadership for the Marching Band Circuit. 
2. Handle the operations of the Marching Band Circuit Events. 
3. Review proposal changes to the policy manual and give a recommendation to Circuit directors. 
4. Administration and enforcement of the policies and directives of the Circuit during Marching Band events. 
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C. Primary Committee Members 
1. Qualification 

a. Primary Committee Members are elected positions on the Committee. 
b. Primary Committee Members must be band directors representing their band and classification. 
c. A minimum of two (2) classification representatives from each classification will serve on the Committee. 

1. At minimum, each classification will have one representative from each division. 
d. Members may serve multiple terms if elected. 

2. Function 
a. The principal purpose of Primary Committee Members is to be administrators of the policies and 

directives of the Committee and Circuit. 
b. The Primary Committee Members serve as the Rules Change Subcommittee, which discuss Rules Change 

proposals and give collective recommendations to the whole Circuit. The Committee does not have the 
authority to change policy itself. 

c. Primary Committee members may serve concurrently as a Supporting Committee member. However, 
policy recommendations must be a representation of their classification members, not as their Supporting 
Committee role. 

3. Duties and Responsibilities of Primary Committee Members 
a. Committee Chair 

1. Selection 
a. The UMEA Band Vice-President-Elect, being the elected official by the UMEA general 

membership, shall appoint the Committee Chair. 
2. Term 

a. The UMEA Marching Band Committee Chair will serve a two-year term congruent with 
the UMEA Band Vice-President. 

3. Duties and Responsibilities 
a. The Committee Chair shall be the primary administrator of the Circuit. 
b. The Committee Chair presides at all Circuit and Committee meetings. 
c. Along with the Band Vice-President-elect, appoint Supporting Committee Members to 

serve with the Chair for their two-year term. 
d. Interpret and implement the Policies of this manual. While Classification 

Representatives should be the primary officials of the policies at Circuit events, the 
Committee Chair will act as a final official if needed. 

e. Serves as a tie-breaking vote in any meeting or policy interpretations. 
f. Creates sub-committees as needed. Assigns members to serve on these committees. 
g. Attend and officiate at all UMEA-sanctioned competitions. Appoints a Committee 

member (usually the Band Vice-President) to be an alternate presiding official when 
needed. 

h. Serves as the weather-monitoring official for all events. This responsibility may be 
delegated to another Committee member or show host individual. 

b. Classification Representatives 
1. Selection 

a. The Committee Chair shall conduct a vote within each classification to allow Circuit 
members to select Committee representation. 

b. Classification representatives must represent the class in which his/her band competes. 
Should his/her band change to a different classification during the two-year term, a new 
Classification Representative must be chosen by the Committee Chair to finish the term. 

2. Term 
a. Classification Representatives will serve a two-year term alongside the Committee Chair 

3. Duties and Responsibilities 
a. Represent the ideas and philosophies of their respective constituents at all Circuit and 

Committee meetings. 
b. Administers the policies and directives of the Committee, including the function of 

enforcing the rules and regulations of the Committee. 
c. Chief policy official during competitions during their classification. All penalties and 

policy interpretations will be decided by the Classification Representatives collectively. 
d. Serves on sub-committees as assigned by the Committee Chair  
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D. Supporting Committee Members 
1. Qualification 

a. Supporting Committee Members are appointed positions on the Committee.  These positions are optional 
and are determined by the Committee Chair and/or the Band VP. 

b. Supporting Committee Members may be non-affiliated members who are not band directors. 
2. Function 

a. The principal purpose of Supporting Committee Members is to manage and execute the operations of the 
Circuit and Committee. 

b. Supporting Committee Members are non-voting positions on the Committee. They may counsel  with the 
Primary Committee, but not give official Committee recommendations to the Circuit. 

c. Primary Committee members may serve concurrently as a Supporting Committee member 
d. If needed, Supporting Committee Members may be assigned by the Committee Chair to act as an official 

at Circuit events. 
3. Duties and Responsibilities of Supporting Committee Members 

a. Circuit Administrator 
1. Selection 

a. The Administrator shall be appointed by the Committee Chair and Band Vice- President-
Elect. 

2. Term 
a. The UMEA Marching Band Administrator will serve a two-year term alongside the 

Committee Chair 
3. Duties and Responsibilities 

a. Attend all Circuit and Committee meetings, and shall keep a careful record of all 
proceedings 

b. Updates and maintains the UMEA Marching Band Policy Manual. 
c. Keep an updated list of all Circuit and participating director contact information. 
d. Assist with Competition registration and the performance draw 
e. Handle correspondence for the Circuit, including information for the Utah Red Rocks State 

Marching Band Championships. 
f. Secure a marching band financial accounting from the UMEA Treasurer to report to the 

Committee 
b. Competition Coordinator 

1. Selection 
a. The Competition Coordinator shall be appointed by the Committee Chair and Band Vice-

President-Elect. 
2. Term 

a. The Competition Coordinator will serve a two-year term alongside the Committee Chair 
3. Duties and Responsibilities 

a. The Competition Coordinator will oversee the operations of all UMEA Marching Band 
competitions. 

b. Other Responsibilities include:  
i. Coordinating with host schools/venues for each competition 

ii. Ensure judges meet circuit requirements 
iii. Instruct each judge with “UTAH SPEECH” to ensure show continuity 
iv. Work with show IT people to ensure set-up of Wi-Fi and functionality of 

Competition Suite 
v. Act as “chief judge”- check judge scores and work with judges to ensure score 

continuity of panel 
vi. Verify final score spreadsheet and classification/caption results for each show 

c. With the approval of the Committee Chair, he/she may select additional staff personnel 
to assist with competition duties and to operate at multiple locations. 

4. Compensation 
a. $400 flat rate for each show. 
b. To be paid by each show host out of the same account as show judges 
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c. Rules Committee Chair 
1. Selection 

a. The Rules Committee Chair shall be appointed by the Committee Chair and Band Vice-
President-Elect. 

2. Term 
a. The Rules Committee Chair  will serve a two-year term alongside the Committee Chair 

3. Duties and Responsibilities 
a. Accepts Rules Change Proposals from the Circuit members 
b. Organizes the Proposals for the Committee 
c. Oversees the actions of the Rules Committee and follows-up with those members. 

d. Show Host Coordinator 
1. Selection 

a. The Show Host Coordinator shall be appointed by the Committee Chair and Band Vice-
President-Elect. 

2. Term 
a. The Board Administrator will serve a two-year term alongside the Committee Chair 

3. Duties and Responsibilities 
a. Coordinates with Show Hosts to ensure UMEA Marching Policies and Procedures are 

being followed at every sanctioned competition. 
e. UMEA Band Vice-President 

1. Selection 
a. The UMEA Band Vice-President will be elected by the general UMEA membership. 

2. Term 
a. The Board Administrator will serve a two-year term alongside the Committee Chair 

3. Duties and Responsibilities 
a. The Band Vice President oversees all actions of the Circuit, Chairman, and Committee to 

verify that all UMEA Marching Band policies and activities agree with the policies of the 
Utah Music Educators Association and UHSAA. 

b. Assists and advises the Committee Chair when needed. 
f. UMEA Band Vice-President-Elect 

1. Selection 
a. The UMEA Band Vice-President-Elect will be elected by the general UMEA membership. 

2. Term 
a. The UMEA Band Vice-President Elect will serve one year prior to his/her term as UMEA 

Band Vice-President. 
3. Duties and Responsibilities 

a. Assist in the duties of UMEA Band Vice-President 
b. Oversees the future appointment of the Committee Chair and appointed Committee 

members 
E. Committee Meetings 

1. Winter (Dec/Jan) 
a. To evaluate the previous season and recommend proposal changes from the Committee. 
b. To plan the February Circuit Meeting agenda items. 

2. Spring 
a. To determine the final recommendations of proposal changes. 

3. Other 
a. The Committee Chair may call additional Committee meetings as necessary. 
b. All meetings may be in-person, online, email thread, or by phone. 
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SECTION 3: Subcommittees 
A. Purpose 

1. The Committee Chair may assign a small group to focus on a particular task or area, such as classification, rules 
proposals, or judging procedures. 

2. Subcommittees will be assigned a coordinator who will report to the Committee. 
B. Standing Subcommittees 

1. Rules Committee 
a. The Rules Committee will research any presented Rules Changes. 
b. The Rules Committee will be selected 1) from the Marching Band Committee or 2) from members of the 

Circuit 
2. Show Host Committee 

a. The Show Host Committee will ensure that UMEA Marching Policies and Procedures are being followed at 
every sanctioned competition. This includes the training of competition staff and boosters. 

C. Other 
1. The Committee Chair may assign Committee and/or Circuit members to serve on additional sub- committees 

according to the needs of the Circuit. 



8  

ARTICLE 3: REGISTRATION AND FINANCES 
 

SECTION 1: Registration for UMEA Marching Band Competitions 
A. All band directors will complete a full registration, submitting the following: 

1. Registration form and publicity sheet 
2. Copyright form 
3. Student Eligibility form (if needed) 
4. Registration Fees 

B. Registrations will not become official until all components have been submitted. Completed registrations must be 
postmarked (physical mailing) or timestamped (online submissions) on or before September 1. 

C. Registrations for UMEA-sponsored competitions will be completed online. The UMEA Marching Band Committee Chair will 
receive any physical submissions (checks, paper forms, etc). 

D. Any changes to the registration must be updated and reported by September 1. 

 

SECTION 2: Dues and Funds 
1. Marching band competition fees are: 
2. $250 for high school stadium venues 
3. $300 for college stadium venues 
4. $350 for the Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship participation 
5. There are no extra membership dues for participating marching bands 
6. Registrations for UMEA Marching Band competitions should be paid online with a credit card. If a physical check is 

submitted to the Committee Chair, please make it payable to “Utah Music Educators Association”. 

 

SECTION 3: Ticketing for UMEA Events 
A. UMEA Pass 

1. Each band will be given a minimum of 10 UMEA Staff Passes for staff and parent helpers. 
2. UMEA passes are valid at all UMEA events only and not at non-sanctioned events (i.e. BYU, BOA, etc). 
3. Additional passes will be given at the rate of 1 for every 20 students in the band over 100. Please use these passes 

judiciously because gate receipts are important to the existence of these competitions. 
4. Staff passes will be provided for bands as per the numbers listed on the Entry Form. 
5. Any other people, including staff, who come without this pass will be asked to purchase a ticket. 
6. In the event that the band needs more passes than their allotment, directors may purchase additional season 

passes for $30.00 each. 
B. Gate Prices 

1. Ticket prices for local events are $7.00 for adults and children (5 years old and up). A family pass for up to 6 
immediate family members is available for $30.00. 

2. Tickets for the Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship are $15.00 for adults and $12.00 for seniors 
and students. A family pass will not be offered at Red Rocks. 

3. Season passes for individual spectators may be purchased for $30.00. 
4. Bus drivers and school administrators with proper credentials will be admitted to all competitions free of charge. 
5. Because they are the sanctioning body for music activities in Utah, UHSAA activity passes will be honored at all 

competitions. 
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ARTICLE 4: AMENDMENTS (Rules Change) 

 
 

SECTION 1: Policy Manual Change Process 
A. In the event that changes need to be made to the policy manual and/or procedures, the following procedures should be 

followed: 
1. Discussion of proposed policy change at the general annual February meeting. 
2. Committee Chair compiles discussion main items and sends out an online survey and/or email to gather additional 

information and feedback from the general circuit directors who may or may not have attended the February 
meeting. 

3. Committee Chair compiles online survey results and/or email correspondence from the general body, and drafts an 
initial proposed amendment to the policy manual and/or procedures. This should be discussed at the May 
Committee Meeting and adapted as needed to official propose to the general circuit directors   for approval. 

4. Proposed amendments as adapted by the Committee Chair and Committee should be sent out in an online form 
and/or survey no later than June 1st. 

5. A 2/3 (two-thirds) approval vote must be obtained from the circuit directors in order to amend official manual 
and/or policy. 

6. If a 2/3 vote is achieved the Committee Chair will officially update/amend the UMEA Marching Band Policies 
Manual and make available to the general body. 
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ARTICLE 5: CLASSIFICATION OF BANDS 
 

SECTION 1: Classification 
A. The overall classification of bands will be determined by the current UHSAA alignment in all activities. (Not the football-only 

alignment.) 
B. The classification of out-of-state bands will be determined by using their school population (Grades 10-12 only): 

1. 6A – 1751 and above 
2. 5A – 1301 to 1750 
3. 4A – 701 to 1300 
4. 3A – 700 or fewer 

  

SECTION 2: Divisions 
A. Individual classifications (6A, 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, 1A) that have more than 10 participating bands will be divided into an “Open” 

division and “Scholastic” division. 
B. The division of the Open and Scholastic divisions will be determined by band size of total student performers including 

musicians, auxiliary, and drum majors. 
C. The measurement of division (the “Dividing Line”) will be calculated by using the same ratio from the smallest band to the 

largest band in each division. 
1. The formula that will be calculated is the square root of the largest band times the smallest band: 

√(𝑙𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑒𝑠𝑡 𝑏𝑎𝑛𝑑 × 𝑠𝑚𝑎𝑙𝑙𝑒𝑠𝑡 𝑏𝑎𝑛𝑑) 
2. The dividing line will most likely result in a decimal.  Rounding down will result in the maximum-sized Scholastic 

band; Rounding up will result in the minimum-sized Open band. 
3. (Ex. the largest 6A band has 210 performers and the smallest 6A band has 39 performers. The “dividing line” will 

be calculated at 90. The ratio from 39 to 90 is the same as 91 to 210.) 
D. Placement of bands 

1. Bands that have more students than the dividing line will be placed in “Open”.  
2. Bands that are at or below the dividing line will be placed on “Scholastic”, but have the option to compete in the 

Open Division. 

 

SECTION 3: Non-competitive Division (Exhibition) 
A. Bands may choose to perform in a non-competing exhibition division. These bands will only receive comments from judges 

and not be eligible for awards. 
B. Bands will still be expected to follow all procedural policies of this manual. 
C. Bands will still have the same financial obligations as competitive bands. 

  

SECTION 4: Procedure and Declaration 
A. Upon registration, bands will declare: 

1. Their UHSAA classification (out-of-state bands provide their Grade 10-12 school population.) 
2. The population of band, including all musicians, auxiliary, and drum majors. 
3. Which division they prefer (Open or Scholastic) if eligible for the Scholastic Division. 

B. The dividing line will be applied to each classification.  Bands that are eligible for “Scholastic” and choose the “Scholastic” 
division will remain in that division.  All other bands will be placed in the “Open” division in each classification. 

 

SECTION 4: Other 
A. Should a single division exceed 10 participating bands, the Marching Band committee may create more divisions within a 

classification. 
B. The Marching Band committee may make adjustments to the classification to edit mathematical abnormalities 
C. The competitive divisions will remain separate at all competitions.  Show hosts should not combine any divisions due to low 

registrations. 
D. Classification procedures will be evaluated again after three years of ratification.  
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ARTICLE 6: STUDENT ELIGIBILITY 
 

SECTION 1: UHSAA Compliance 

A. All students competing at UMEA shows must meet the marching band eligibility rules established by the Utah Music 

Educators Association and the Utah High School Activities Association. 

 

SECTION 2: Eligibility of Students 
A. The students must be in grades 9-12 at their school. 
B. If it is available, students may only participate in the marching band offered at their home school. 
C. Students that attend an alternative high school (i.e. charter school or online school) may participate in the marching band 

program at the school whose boundaries their home is in. 
D. If marching band is not offered at the students’ home school, they may participate in the marching band at the school 

closest in proximity to their home school and within the same school district (if there are multiple schools in the district). 
E. The marching band director must complete the eligibility release form for all students participating from other schools. The 

deadline for completing this form is August 15th. Copies of the form will stay on file at both schools for the duration of the 
marching band season. 
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PART 2 

COMPETITION PROCEDURES 
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ARTICLE 1: COMPETITION SETUP 

 

SECTION 1: Facilities and Definitions 
A. Performance Area Definitions 

1. Performance Area – The entire field surface of the stadium. Track surfaces are not considered the field surface. 
2. Performance Field – A regulation-sized American football field with end zones, including from 15 feet in front of 

the regulation field (or the front soccer boundary on a multi-purpose artificial turf field) to the back limit of the 
surface field. 

3. Staging Area -- The area of the Performance Area behind the Timing line, generally (but not limited to) the end zone. 
4. Timing line – The boundary line of the entrance to the Performance Field, congruent to the goal line 
5. Spectator Area – The seating area and aisles; generally, the entire stadium other than the performance area. 

B. Field Markings 
1. The front boundaries of the Performance Field will be marked with portable field markers and the regulation 

football field will be clearly lined every five yards. 
2. Hash marks shall be placed at 53’4” from each sideline (dividing the field into equal thirds) every five yards. College 

facilities must add these high school hash markings (additional paint for grass fields or field tape for artificial turf 
fields) 

3. Other markings (field numbers, vertical sideline markings, etc) are not required, but may be included by the show 
host. 

C. Warmup Areas 
1. Each competition will have three sufficiently-sized zones for bands to complete their pre-performance warmup 

routine. 
D. Performance Venue 

1. Each competition will be hosted at a venue with a regulation football field and required markings. 
2. The performance venue will have a press box for judges and competition personnel. Personal video recordings 

may not be filmed from the press box. 
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SECTION 2: Scheduling 
A. Bands will perform within their assigned classification and division. Classifications (1A-6A) will be ordered by the discretion 

of the show host and will include both the Scholastic and the Open Divisions.  Scholastic divisions will perform first in each 
classification. 

B. Bands may elect to perform for comments only (exhibition). Exhibition bands will be placed at the discretion of the show 
host, but not within a competing band division. 

C. Local competitions 
1. Each division will be ordered by random draw. 
2. There will be a separate draw for each UMEA marching band competition. 
3. Only bands with completed registrations (as of September 1) will be eligible for the draw. 
4. Exceptions to the random draw (in order of application) 

a. Bands that have not submitted a complete registration will perform first in the division. 
b. Bands that did not perform at a particular show the previous year will perform first in the division for that 

same show. 
c. If there are 8 or more bands in a division, top/bottom seeding of performance order will be based on the 

scores at the previous year’s show, regardless of placement or previous division. 
1. By definition, the top draw is the group of bands receiving the highest score of the previous 

year’s show. Bands in the top draw will perform last in their division. 
2. In the case of an odd-number division, the bottom draw will have one more band than the top 

draw. (i.e. 9 bands = 5 bottom-draw bands, 4 top-draw bands) 
d. A band may elect to go first in their division due to scheduling conflicts (i.e. Homecoming). 
e. Bands that submit completed registrations after September 1 will be placed at the beginning of the 

division, in order of full reception. Latest entries will go first in the division. 
5. After the initial draw, performance order will not change except 1) a band withdraws from the competition or 2) a 

band elects to perform first in their division. 
a. Bands may not swap positions with other bands in the division. 

D. Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship 
1. Bands will perform in reverse order based on the average of the top 3 scores at local competitions 
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ARTICLE 2: COMPETITION PROCEDURE AND FLOW 
 

SECTION 1: Arrival 
A. All competitions will have a check in station where directors will receive final information on parking, warmup, band 

staging, and any other last-minute details. The band director must check in at the station upon arrival. No other staff 
member, parent, or student will be given information unless the director is present. 

B. The check in station will be open at least two hours before the first band goes on the field. 
C. Because equipment trucks generally arrive ahead of the band, truck drivers should go first to the check in station so they 

can be directed to their assigned parking area. 
D. The competition host at the check in station will direct the buses and other vehicles to their assigned parking area. 
E. Bands arriving late and missing their scheduled performance time will be given the option to perform during a judges’ break 

for Exhibition only. The show schedule will not be altered to reseat a late band. Directors need to do all they can to get to 
the show on time so as not to delay all the other bands. 

 

SECTION 2: Warm-up procedures: 
A. Warm up practice fields will only be available during scheduled warm-up times at the specified warm up sites. Your warm-

up time is indicated on the competition schedule. 
B. Bands may not practice music or warm up within earshot or visual vicinity of the stadium or the designated warm- up areas, 

except at the designated warm up times in the designated warm up areas. 
C. Bands may not practice or warm up in any way in the event parking lots or surrounding areas. 
D. Body stretching, marching basics and vocalization are not considered “musical warming up,” therefore, it is allowed 

anywhere prior to the designated time and area for Warm-Up as per the official schedule. 
E. Spinning flags or other equipment is the guard equivalent to a “musical warm-up” and is prohibited outside the warm-up 

area. 
F. Drum tuning outside the warm-up area is acceptable, but percussion instructors are encouraged to be discreet and 

cognizant of the distance to the performance venue. 
G. The use of Dr. Beats, jam blocks, other time keeping devices and the use of long rangers and megaphone amplification 

devices WILL be allowed in assigned warmup areas only, with the following exceptions: 
1. NO wireless systems will be allowed in the warm-up areas. 
2. The sound projected cannot interfere with the performances occurring in the stadium. 

H. All competitions are scheduled to allow 45 minutes warm-up in assigned area and 10 minutes to move to the starting gate. 
Warm-up will begin 65 minutes before the scheduled performance time. 

 
 
SECTION 3: Report Times and Pre-Performance Procedures 

A. The band will report to the stadium at the entrance gate 10 minutes prior to their scheduled performance time as per the 
competition schedule. 

B. Only those adults with a UMEA name badge or appropriate ticket will be allowed to enter the Performance Area with the 
band. 

C. A Competition official will meet the band and inform them when they should proceed to the staging area, behind the timing 
lines. In consideration of competition flow, Bands should use the designated Staging area. However, Bands have a right to 
use multiple staging areas as long as they stage behind the timing lines. Should a band need to use both staging areas, 
Bands must travel backfield to the cross-field staging area, unless otherwise directed by the Competition Official. 

D. Performance Timing begins when the starter clears the band to cross the timing line(s) and enter the Performance field. 
Bands should be released at 4-minutes before their scheduled performance time.  

E. In the event of a delay (weather, show running behind, etc), timing (including the time of announcement) shall be adjusted 
to allow the band their maximum setup time.  

F. Bands will have a 4-minute maximum prep time for set-up and warm-up prior to performance. The placement of any props 
or equipment must take place at this time. 

G. Bands may use the 4-minute setup time to complete any music warm up or “pre-show” you choose to do. 
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H. Between three (3) minutes 15 seconds to three (3) minutes 30 seconds, the announcer will introduce the band as follows: 

 
“Joining us from (Band City), please welcome the (Hometown) High School Marching Band!” 

 (pause for audience response) 

(Announcer reads their program and/or selections) 

If your drum majors are going to salute, it should occur no later than when the announcer says:  

“(Show Name) is proud to present Drum Majors _________and________ and the H.S. Marching Band.” 

 
I. A drum major salute is not necessary to indicate that the band is ready to start. 
J. Adjudication and timing will begin immediately following the announcement as listed above. 
K. Following the announcement, the band is allowed 11 minutes total on the performance field to perform their show and 

vacate the field. “Vacating the field” is defined as having all personnel, equipment, and props clear of the goal line. 
L. Should a performer drop equipment or fall during a performance, the performer may retrieve any dropped equipment and 

resume the performance. There will be no mandatory penalty for drops and or falls, but they may impact general effect 
captions. 

 
 

SECTION 4: Post-Performance 
A. Following their performance, bands may elect to return to the parking lot or move directly to the stands to watch other 

performances. 
B. Bands that move directly into the stands should do so quickly and quietly without marching, to avoid any distraction to the 

next band on the field. 
C. Drum cadence should not be used during exiting the field to avoid conflict with the next performing band. Use only a drum 

tap to exit the field. 

 

 

SECTION 5: Awards 
A. At the conclusion of the competition, drum majors (and other leadership designated by the band director) will meet at a 

designated location to line up for awards presentation. 
1. The competition host will provide information with the information packet as to where and when the drum 

majors will meet. 
2. The competition host will provide a diagram showing drum majors their assigned location on the field. 

B. Awards will be given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in each division at each competition, including at State. 
C. Caption awards will also be given in each division for the following: 

1. Outstanding Visual Performance: This award will be presented to the band with the highest average of the two 
visual scores. 

2. Outstanding Music Performance: This award will be presented to the band with the highest average of the two 
music performance scores. 

3. Outstanding Percussion Performance: This award will be presented to the band with the highest Percussion score. 
4. Outstanding Color Guard: This award will be presented to the band with the highest Color Guard score. 
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SECTION 6: Delays 
A. Competition delays or suspensions are to ensure the safety of all individuals. Marching band competitions may be delayed 

and/or immediately suspended for the following: 
1. Lightning and other major weather phenomenon (tornado warnings, etc) 
2. Major injuries and personal injuries, including vomit, on the Performance Field 
3. Any other matters regarding the safety of the performers, as determined by the show host, performing band 

director, and/or UMEA Marching Band Committee members. 
B. In the event of a delay to the event 

1. Show hosts immediately contact and conference with the Committee Chair and/or involved Classification 
Representatives 

2. Band directors will be contacted immediately via Competition Suite. 
3. Safety procedures must be enforced by show hosts. 

C. Lightning Delay. (see UHSAA Handbook, 71-72) 
1. Suspension of Performance 

a. When 1) thunder is heard, or 2) a cloud to ground lightning bolt is seen, or 3) a lightning bolt is tracked 
within 8 miles on a radar, the competition will be immediately suspended for 30 minutes. 

b. This includes ALL outdoor activities in the stadium, in warmup areas, parking lots, etc 
c. THIRTY-MINUTE RULE. Once competition activities have been suspended, wait at least 30 minutes after 

the last thunder is heard or flash of lightning is witnessed to resuming play. 
d. Any subsequent thunder or lightning after the beginning of the 30-minute count, the countdown resets 

and another 30-minute count should begin. 
e. Outdoor events and procedures may resume after the final 30-minute count has been concluded. 

D. Safety during a lightning storm delay 
1. All participants and spectators must immediately move to a safe location; either buses or indoors. 
2. Participants should leave all props, large instruments, and other equipment in order to immediately find shelter. 

E. In accordance with the UHSAA, all shows will designate an individual to monitor weather. This person will either be the 
Committee Chair or another designated member of the Marching Band Committee. This person, along with the show host, 
will determine if conditions require a delay or cancellation of the show. 

F. The show host of a competition will decide how to resume the competition. Official communication, via Competition Suite, 
will be given by the show host in regards to scheduling updates, classification and/or competition cancellation, etc. 

G. In the event of a weather delay or cancellation, bands may move indoors to a gym or auditorium (if available) where they 
will perform the music of their show for critique. These performances will not be scored, but judge comments will be given. 

H. Bands that leave an event for weather (rain, snow, etc) or delays must contact the show host for official approval. 
I. Refunds will not be issued by UMEA due to weather delay or cancellation. 
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ARTICLE 3: PERFORMANCE REGULATIONS 

 
 

SECTION 1: Props and equipment 
A. All props and equipment must be designed so they may be brought into the Performance Area from the band entrance gate 

within the participant’s allotted 4-minute set-up and warm-up time. In order to minimize distraction from the preceding 
band’s performance, props and equipment may not be preset anywhere in the stadium prior to the beginning of the band’s 
warm-up and set-up time. 

B. Props built and/or used by participating bands shall be limited to a maximum height of 12 feet (including safety or other 
railing or equipment). Directors should plan prop width with entry gate limitations in mind. 

C. No participant may be, or be placed on, any portion of any prop where the participant’s feet are more than six (6) feet 
above the playing surface of the stadium, unless appropriate safety railing and/or other safety equipment is in place and in 
use. 

D. The competition host reserves the right to prohibit the use of certain props if he/she determines that the prop poses a 
threat of injury to participants or damage to the field or other facilities. 

E. Drum Major podiums built by construction professionals or professional companies are an acceptable exception to the 
height rule but MUST have appropriate safety railings (42 inches up on three sides). 

F. All motorized vehicles used to haul equipment on and off  the field must have a protective bib placed  underneath    to 
prevent fluid from dripping on the track or field. 

G. Because the safety of our student performers is a high priority, bands that violate the props and equipment policies may, at 
the discretion of the show host, be disqualified from the competition. Further, the show host has the right to refuse the use 
of props that do not meet the stated requirements. 

 
 

SECTION 2: Penalties 
A. The director of groups found in violation of the warm-up procedure, i.e. musical warm-up outside the designated warm-up 

area, will receive a warning from the show host. If the violation continues after the warning, the band will be disqualified 
from the judging and ranking portion of that show. Bands in violation will perform in their assigned time slot for exhibition 
only. 

B. The show host must immediately inform the UMEA Marching Band Committee Chair of warm-up procedure violations, even 
if the band was only warned. If the band violates the policy at future shows they will be disqualified from judging and 
ranking without warning. 

C. Bands will be penalized .5 points per minute for delay of contest at the discretion of the show host. 
1. Failure to enter the performance area when signaled to by the Gate Official. 
2. Failure to vacate the field within the 11 minute perform/vacate time allotment. 
3. Penalties shall be assessed only when it is determined by Timing Judge or Contest Director that the band is not 

making concerted efforts to comply with the timing rules. 
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ARTICLE 4: UTAH RED ROCKS STATE MARCHING BAND CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
 

SECTION 1: Establishment 
A. Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship 

1. The Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship is the final UMEA marching band competition 
B. Hosting and Leadership 

1. Committee Chair serves as the show host 
2. Committee Chair appoints a Red Rocks Subcommittee coordinator to lead the volunteer boosters 
3. Parents and Volunteers from all bands may assist in the operations of the Red Rocks. 

 

SECTION 2: Eligibility and Qualification of Bands 
A. Eligibility 

1. The Utah Red Rocks State Marching Band Championship is reserved for Utah bands only. 
2. Out-of-state bands may perform at Red Rocks as an exhibition band with the permission of the Committee Chair. 

B. Qualification 
1. All Utah high school marching bands are invited to participate. 
2. Just like UHSAA Activities (football, basketball, etc), a Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) score will be applied by 

averaging the top three (or less) regular season scores to determine performance order. 

 

SECTION 3: Procedures 
A. Performance Order 

1. Performance order for the State Championships has been defined in 2.2 

 

SECTION 4: Scoring and Awards 
A. Scoring 

1. State Championship scores are completely separate from each other and scores from previous competitions. 
B. Awards 

1. All awards will be presented to each division as stated in Section 2.2.6 
2. The awards presentation for Red Rocks will be the same procedures as Section 2.2.6.A. 
3. Region Championships may be awarded. 
4. State Championships will be awarded in each classification, regardless of division. 
5. The awards presentation for the Red Rocks will be a full retreat for participating bands. 

a. Bands will present themselves in their assigned area and march on the field when prompted 
b. Drum Majors (and other assigned student leadership) will form an arc in the front-center of the field. 


